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County Agent’s Notes:

September 16, 2002

New Farm Bill is filled with “detail devils”.
By: Dr. Ernie Flint, Area Specialized Agent – Agronomy
Mississippi State University Extension Service
As the November signup deadline approaches, farmers are being forced to face the maze
of detailed regulations connected with the new farm bill. I still feel that the new bill is an
improvement over the previous legislation, however it must first be understood in order to used
to the best advantage by everyone concerned.
For crop producers, the big question will be which option to select with regard to
upgrading of bases and yields. A fact not discussed during the debates prior to passage of the
law is that the landowner and not the producer must make the decision. This greatly
complicates the issue since much of the land that is farmed is rented land. Many landowners are
unfamiliar with dealing with all the regulations, having left the “redtape jungle” to be negotiated
by the farmer.
In lieu of making the decision, the landowner may give the farmer a limited power of
attorney so that the farmer can execute the necessary documents. In effect, USDA has placed the
farmer in a very precarious position with this since this affects every aspect of the business of
farming, from the acquisition of financing to the marketing of crops. All may and hopefully will
go well with getting this accomplished, but USDA has placed itself between business entities
that may have worked well together for generations. Some farmers regard this as an invasion of
privacy.
The reality of farming today is that most farmers can’t afford to buy land with the profits
that can be made in agriculture. Land prices today are more related to the stock market than to
agriculture. Land for recreational use or development is worth far more than it is for actual
production agriculture, consequently land is usually rented rather than purchased. Now the
tables have turned, and someone other than the actual farmer is making the decisions about
cropping plans and land use; no wonder farmers are concerned.

